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[bookmark: _GoBack]	9 Cool Ideas for Cool Teachers was facilitated by Isabelle Giroux and Tanja Vaillancourt during SPEAQ 2017. The workshop explored “cool” ideas for ESL teachers working at the high school level—more specifically, these are fun ideas that are less common in a teacher’s go-to arsenal of classwork structures and techniques. The presenters went over some free resources that could be found online (such as books, workshops, and useful websites with printable activities.) They also looked at different forms of presenting student work, such as through a lapbook (which involves creative elements and is a good way to add interest to a unit or specific area of study), or an art gallery project in which students prepare an exhibition themselves, and possibly arrange to (fictionally) sell works to one another. The presenters also provided a host of funny and/or interesting media to teach with, such as the “Instagram Husband” YouTube video, and provided a Google Doc with activities that could stem from the videos. There was definitely an emphasis on fun and keeping the stress level down in the classroom; the presenters suggested occasional board games and “2 minute brain breaks” to give students the chance to recharge. Overall, I found that this was a really enjoyable workshop (particularly in the first time slot—the excitement in the presentation woke me up!), and it was convenient that most of the ideas came with multiple activities/workshops created around it, making future lesson plans fairly easy to create. Moreover, these ideas were very unique—for example, I would not have known that it is possible to give students a free certificate course in detecting counterfeit bills. I love this activity, given that I personally have a pet peeve for lessons that have no real-world significance, and that workshop is on the other end of the “useless-useful” spectrum: students receive a certificate signed by the teacher and principal, and now have a valuable skill to put on their resume.  
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